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The allocation of water among competing uses in the Klamath Basin (Figure 1) has often
been contentious. In recent years, stakeholders began discussions to reach a settlement
agreement that would equitably resolve water resource management conflicts in the
basin. In February 2010, this goal was reached when two settlement agreements were
signed. The Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement (KHSA) would result in the
removal of Iron Gate, Copco 1, Copco 2, and J. C. Boyle dams (Figure 2), facilities of the
Klamath Hydroelectric Project located on the Klamath River and operated by
PacificCorp, to provide for upstream anadromous fish passage to historically occupied
habitat. The Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement (KBRA) addresses basin-wide
environmental restoration and resource management issues. The Secretary of the
Department of the Interior is required by March 31, 2012 to decide if implementation of
the settlement agreements is: 1) in the public’s best interest; and 2) would help restore
federally-listed populations of native fish species.

There are two alternative management scenarios before the Secretary of the Interior that
must be addressed in the Secretarial Determination:

Conditions with Dams: No change from current management; and

Conditions without Dams and with KBRA: Removal of the lower four Klamath
River dams that are part of the Klamath Hydroelectric Project and the full range
of actions/programs to implement the KBRA.

To evaluate the impacts of these alternative scenarios on native fish resources in the
Klamath River Basin, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) determined that existing and new scientific
information regarding native fishes and environmental conditions must be reviewed and
evaluated by expert fish panels followed by peer reviews of the expert panel work
products.

The expert panels are expected to provide opinions to the Secretary on the effects of the
two management scenarios on fish populations. It is anticipated that these reports may
also be used for National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents generated for the KHSA and KBRA.
Consequently, four expert panels were created to address native fish issues as they are
impacted by the two alternative scenarios. These four panels are: 1) Lamprey; 2) Resident
Fishes; 3) Coho Salmon/Steelhead; and 4) Chinook Salmon. This report presents the
findings of the expert lamprey panel (Panel).
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